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The work is devoted to the definition of the essence, problems and content of the 
customs-legal concept “customs transit”. Historical and theoretical approaches for its 
definition are offered. The preconditions for the further development of the legal 
definition of the concept of “customs transit”.

During the study of such a concept as “transit” in the national customs legislation, 
deficiencies of normative activity were discovered that could lead to misunderstanding of 
the term and lead to mistakes in law enforcement activities.

The study of the genesis of the concept of “transit” in international law was 
conducted.

In all analyzed international regulatory acts, the WMO customs term “Customs 
Regime” is a customs procedure under which goods are moved under customs control 
from one customs authority to another.

Key words: transit; customs transit; transit through the territory of Ukraine; 
customs procedure; customs formalities; customs legislation.
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Nothing that divergences between 
national Customs procedures can hamper 
international trade and other international 
exchanges
The expressions “Customs procedures” 
and “regimes douaniers” used in English 
and French texts, respectively, must 
not be interpreted narrowly, as applying 
solely to Customs formalities or to 
procedure in it’s stricter sense. 
These expressions cover all rules 
concerning the treatment applicable to 
goods which are assigned a specific 
Customs destination. Under this abroad 
unterpretation, Annexes devoted 
to provisions attaching to the application 
of Customs procedures can be regarded 
as also falling within the context 
of the Convention [9]
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E
E.1. concerning
Customs transit Chapter 1 Customs

transit
E.2. Concerning
Transhipment Chapter 2 Transhipment

E.3. Concerning 
carriage of goods
coastwise

Chapter 3
Carriage
of goods
coastwise

-
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Terms

1 2 3 4
Customs 
transit

Customs transit means 
the Customs 
procedure 
under which goods 
are transported uder 
Customs control from 
one Customs office 
to another
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1 2 3 4
Customs 
transit 
operation

The term “Customs 
transit operation” 
means the transport 
of goods from an 
office of departure to 
an office of destination 
under Customs 
transit [10]
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2013
.

.

(TITLE VII
SPECIAL 
PROCEDURES
CHAPTER 1
General provisions
Art. 210)

Goods may be placed under 
any of the following 
categories of special 
procedures:
a) transit, which shall 
comprise external 
and internal transit;
b) storage, which shall 
comprise customs 
warehousing and free zones;
c) specific use, which shall 
comprise temporary 
admission and end-use;
d) processing, which shall 
comprise inward 
and outward processing [12]
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1 2 3
CUSTOMS 
TRANSIT

Customs procedures under which 
goods are transported under 
Customs control from one 
Customs office to another.
Notes:
1. The Customs normally allow 
goods to be transported under 
Customs transit in their territory: 
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a) from an office of entry into 
the Customs territory to an office 
of exit from the Customs territory 
(through transit);
b) from an office of entry into 
the Customs territory to an inland 
Customs office (inward transit);
c) from an inland Customs office 
to an office of exit from
the Customs territory (outward 
transit);
d) from one inland Customs office 
to another inland Customs office 
(interior transit).
Customs transit movements 
as described in (a) - (c) above 
are termed “international Customs 
transit” when they take place 
as part of a single Customs transit 
operation during which one 
or more frontiers are crossed 
in accordance with a bilateral 
or multilateral agreement.
2. Customs transit is dealt with 
in Annex E.1. to the Kyoto 
Convention of 1974, Specific 
Annex E, Chapter 1 of the revised 
Kyoto Convention 
and the Customs Convention 
on the international transport 
of goods under cover of TIR 
carnets, 1975

’

’

–b

74
1

CUSTOMS 
TRANSIT
OPERATION

Opération de transit douanier
Transport of goods from an office 
of departure to an office 
of destination under Customs 
transit (*).
(*) Annex E.1. to the Kyoto 
Convention of 1974 and Specific 
Annex
E, Chapter 1 of the revised Kyoto 
Convention [15]

.
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1999

– ,
.

(Art. 226
“External 
Transit”)

Under the external transit 
procedure, non-Union goods 
may be moved from one point 
to another within the customs 
territory of the Union without 
being subject to any of the 
following:
a) import duty;
b) other charges as provided 
for under other relevant 
provisions in force;
c) commercial policy measures, 
insofar as they do not prohibit 
the entry or exit of goods into 
or from the customs territory 
of the Union

. 227

(Art. 227
“Internal 
transit”)

Under the internal transit 
procedure, and under 
the conditions laid down 
in paragraph 2, Union goods 
may be moved from one point 
to another within the customs 
territory of the Union, and pass 
through a country or territory 
outside that customs territory,
without any change in their 
customs status [12] 
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1999 .

(2 Standard of Specific Annex E)

The Customs shall allow 
goods to be transported 
under Customs transit 
in their territory:
– from an office of entry 
to an office of exit;
– from an office of entry
to an inland Customs 
office;
– from an inland Customs 
office to an office of exit; 
– from one inland 
Customs office 
to another inland 
Customs office [10]
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